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VALEDICTORY PRESIDENTIAL 
ADDRESS 
The Society's Progress Reviewed; Dr. Stephen 
Simpson's Will; History the Rear-Vision 
Mirror of Life; the Revolt of Youth. 
[By SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO] 
(Delivered to the Society on 26 September 1968.) 
TONIGHT I relinquish the post of President of this Society, which I have had the privilege and honour of occupying 
for eighteen of the thirty-three years since I was first elected 
to that position in 1935. The first of the two gaps in my 
presidency in 1937 and later was due to the stress of the 
reorganisation of the health services in Queensland, for which 
I had been appointed in 1934 as the first Director-General of 
Health and Medical Services in this State. The second, the 
SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO, M.D., B.S., D.T.M. and H.(Eng.), F.R.Hist.S.Q. 
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greater gap, I spent overseas from the last year of World 
War II and my service in Germany to the end of the five 
years 1 spent at United Nations in charge, first, of Refugees 
and Displaced Persons on a global basis, and, later, of Social 
Questions and Services over the same wide range. When I 
reached, as I did, complete disillusionment with the poUcies 
and practices of the United Nations and resigned my post, I 
returned to the practice of my profession here in 1952 and 
to the Presidency of the Society in 1953, which by your 
kindness I have continually occupied since. 
I should, indeed, be lacking in grace if I failed to say how 
much I have leaned upon our Council and our Oflficers over 
that long period of years—and this, by no means, only for 
routine service, but, often enough, for progressive activities 
that they have suggested from time to time to enlarge our 
programme and consolidate our status. It has been my good 
fortune to launch many proposals among others that they 
have made, amended, or assisted, and to see these succeed in 
due course—sometimes after a delay that raised doubts about 
their viability and, sometimes, under Presidents other than 
myself. 
STATUS OF SOCIETY 
At the outset in 1935 the first problem that seemed essen-
tial was to obtain for the Society the status of an incorporated 
body. This was first proposed by the late A. G. Davies and 
Colin Austin; approved, but not implemented until several 
years later under my successor at that time. Owing to the 
occasional loss of valuable books and other objects from 
Newstead House, it was proposed by the same two officers 
that security and stabilisation be obtained by inviting the 
Government to co-operate in securing for the Historical 
Society the tenure and control in perpetuity of Newstead 
House, by legislation and, in return for this, to transfer to 
the Government all the collections made by the Society since 
1913. This intention was an excellent one, but it resulted 
inadvertently in the confiscation by the Government of all 
our assets under a hasty and incomplete Act of 1939, which 
the late Premier Forgan Smith assured the Society would 
be corrected the following year. Neither his or any sub-
sequent Government reve(rsed this betrayal of our prior 
mutual agreement on the matter. However, after thirty years, 
there are now real hopes that this will be achieved and 
administrative and monetary assistance given to the Society 
in 1969, commensurate with the status it has won since its 
inauguration fifty-five years ago. 
The Bulletin of the Society was tentatively suggested by 
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various members and at first was thought beyond our means, 
but it made its first appearance during the presidency of 
Geoffrey Ward and has now become a recognised feature, 
anticipated each month with interest. 
Our greater literary achievement, and one dating back to 
the early days of the Society, is our Journal, which, under 
the devoted attention of Clem Lack, has become one of the 
most highly regarded publications of its kind. 
ROLL OF FELLOWS 
It was Mr. J. C. H. McClurg who, at the time of our 
re-writing of the Constitution, proposed the estabhshment 
of a Roll of Fellows on the model of the Fellowships of 
various Royal Societies, with a corresponding set of initials 
to indicate the honour bestowed upon those elected to this 
grade of seniority in the Society; and it was Mr. J. T. Maher 
who urged that we should approach the Queen through the 
proper channels of authority for permission to add to the 
name of the Society the aflfix "Royal" in Queensland's Cen-
tenary Year. It was he who also first suggested our monu-
ment to the "Unknown Pioneers" on the riverbank at North 
Quay. It bears none of our names since it was set up to 
honour the early pioneers whose names are lost in the mists 
of the years. 
As for my personal interests, one with which I have prin-
cipally concerned myself has been an attempt to establish the 
closest relationship possible between this Royal Historical 
Society, the National Trust of Queensland, and various 
bodies seeking to conserve Australian flora and fauna and 
other aspects that link history and biology. It is my earnest 
desire that this association should be constantly the policy of 
each of these three groups, associated as they are with the 
actual preservation of historic sites and historic buildings on 
the one hand and our own Janus-like process of recording 
the past and present, and anticipating the future. 
DOCTOR STEPHEN SIMPSON'S WILL 
Looking back on individual problems that attracted me, 
perhaps the most interesting was the elucidation of the life 
history of Dr. Stephen Simpson of Wolston House, Wacol. 
Very little was known about him and that little was some-
what distorted when I began my study of his hfe and times. 
You will perhaps recall that in the Journals of 1965 and 
1966 I outlined in considerable detail the facts that I dis-
covered over some three years, and thought I had reached 
finality, but the historian, like the aboriginal tracker, is 
always alert for an unusual footmark. This year, in an old 
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edition (about 1895) of Dougal's "Index of Next of Kin, 
Heirs-at-Law and Unclaimed Money" in Chancery, I came 
by chance across the name of J. Ommaney, which was also 
the name of the great-nephew of Dr. Stephen Simpson whom 
he had intended to make his heir and the founder of an 
Australian squatter family. To his despair, the young man 
was thrown from a horse and killed at Wolston in 1856. It 
occurred to me that Dr. Simpson, who died thirteen years 
later, might perhaps have made a will in favour of the boy 
years before and had never altered it and that the young 
midshipman, killed by accident and buried in Queensland, 
might therefore have been sought in vain in England if there 
were no other relatives there aware of the circumstances 
when Dr. Simpson died on 11 March 1869. I suspected that 
his will would be recorded at Somerset House, London, and 
so it proved. By courtesy of Sir Alan Summerville, our 
Agent-General, and his officers at Queensland House, 
London, the will was quickly identified and a copy sent to 
me. It proved most interesting, but did not follow the lines 1 
had expected. It was made only a few days before Dr. 
Simpson's death, and it mentioned those of his surviving 
relatives to whom he left money, thus adding materially to 
our knowledge of his family, but also revealing the fact that 
there was apparently no male survivor of the Simpson name. 
The Will read as follows: 
THIS IS THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT of me 
Stephen Simpson late of Queensland, Australia, but now of 
28 Bryanston Street, Portman Square, London, Gentleman; 
I hereby nominate and appoint Henry Chapman Snr., Esqr., 
of Westfield House Canterbury in the county of Kent 
Executor of this my last WiU and Testament and Trustee of 
my estate and effects. First I give and bequeath to each of 
my nieces the daughters of Mrs. Elizabeth Barwell now 
deceased, namely to Mary the wife of the said Henry Chap-
man Senr., to Eliza the wife of Major General Ommaney; to 
Harriet the wife of Major General Welshman and to Sophia 
the wife of Captain Buchanan, the sum of One Thousand 
pounds duty free. 
I also declare that the benefit each of my said nieces being 
married shall take under this my Will shall be for her sole 
and separate use and free from the debts control or engage-
ments of her husband and that her receipt shall be a good 
discharge for the same. 
Secondly, I also give and bequeath to each of nieces and 
daughters of Charles Simpson Esqur., of Lichfield in the 
county of Stafford that is to say to Catherine Elizabeth 
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Simpson, to Ceceha Simpson, to Anna Maria Power, and to 
Mary Sophia Simpson the sum of Two Hundred pounds duty 
free. 
And thirdly, as to the rest and residue of my estate and 
effects subject to the payment of my just debts and funeral 
and testamentary expenses 1 give and bequeath the same to 
the said Henry Chapman Senr., my executor, with the injunc-
tion that to the best of his judgment he shall liberally reward 
my landlady with whom I have now lived many years in great 
comfort and my personal attendants for their great care and 
attention during my illness. 
Finally, I request that my funeral shall be conducted with 
the utmost simplicity without frippery and no one shall be 
invited to attend the funeral, trusting to Chapman and his 
Son to see me decently interred. 
And I hereby declare this to be my last WiU and Testa-
ment. 
In witness whereof I, the said Stephen Simpson have to 
this my last Will and Testament set my hand this 30th day 
of January, 1869 (sgd) S. SIMPSON. 
Signed and declared by the said Stephen Simpson, the 
Testator, as and to be his last and only WiU and Testament 
in the presence of us present at the same time who in his 
presence and at his request and in the presence of each other 
have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses—/ Ken-
drick — Robert Goose — 314 J. Oxford St. London. 
PROVED at London 20 March 1869 by the oath of 
Henry Chapman the Elder Esqr., the sole executor to whom 
admion was granted. 
It was formerly considered that Dr. Simpson was born at 
Lichfield in Stafford County late in 1792 or early in 1793, 
but no record of his birth has been discovered. The only 
relevant particular is his christening recorded in St. Mar-
garet's Church, Wolston, on 29 July 1793. 
It is interesting, therefore, to note that his brother Charles' 
address is given as Lichfield, probably at the original address 
of the family. I imagine Charles was a younger brother, as 
three of his four daughters are unmarried. The legacy to 
these four nieces are very much smaller than those to the 
four daughters of Dr. Simpson's elder sister, Elizabeth Bar-
weU (deceased) and could imply that he was less in touch 
with them and his brother Charles, or perhaps that they were 
better off financially than the other four nieces. 
One intriguing point about the WUl is the instruction that 
the money devised to the married nieces shall be for their 
"sole and separate use" and free from "the debts, control, 
or engagements" of their husbands. There was no Married 
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Women's Property Act at that time and this was a necessary 
provision, therefore, otherwise the husband could benefit at 
the expense of the wife. 
This emphasises the great change in the status that 
women have achieved in the last century, e.g. in property 
rights; in the matter of the vote; in their emancipation and 
in the present acceptance in principle of the demand for 
equal pay for equal work and its attainment in some 
academic and business circles, though not, as yet, in industry 
generally. 
CIVILISATION IN STAGE OF COMPLEXITY 
If, now you will permit me to jump from so minor a 
matter of transition within a mere century to the actual 
changes that can occur in a civilisation over a period of a 
thousand years, I wUl refer to the fact that at present, and 
not for the first time in history, a civilisation—ours—has 
reached a stage of complexity, of rejection of long standing 
usages, of a revolt of the young, and of the so-called institu-
tion of the social welfare State, that is significant indeed, for 
such a pattern of which we are presently part is universal and 
repetitive. 
History is well called the rear-vision mirror of life in which 
we catch glimpses—more or less partial—of the receding 
images of what has passed and in which, on the other hand, 
we can see also, if we look, what is travelling the same road 
with ourselves and, sometimes, can recognise a menace 
hurtling along to overtake us and inevitably colUde. 
It was Hegel,! j think, who said that men learned nothing 
from history except that men learned nothing from history! 
Was it not Rabindranath Tagore, the Indian poet and 
sage, who added that since we learn nothing from the past 
we are compeUed to repeat its errors? 
HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF 
Like a car driver who drives the same road daily, repeat-
ing the journey to and fro endlessly, history repeats itself. 
To change the metaphor, man ploughs the same furrow, age 
after age, civilisation after civilisation, with a longer or 
shorter fallow period between. 
The pattern is so similar, indeed, that one is tempted to 
accept the view that a civilisation embracing thousands of 
1. George WiUiam Hegel, German philosopher (1770-1831). In 1816 he was 
chosen Professor of Philosophy at Heidelberg. In 1818 he was appointed 
Professor at the University of Berlin. He was one of the foremost exponents 
of idealism. He taught that the world of objects is not only related to an 
intelligence, but can be nothing more than the manifestation or revelation 
of that intelligence. Matter is but the necessary counterpart of spirit and in it 
spirit reveals and realises itself.—ED. 
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millions of individuals over many centuries is, perhaps, as 
much an organism as the human body, which includes thou-
sands of millions of individual ceUs, each with a life span of 
a few minutes to a few days, but, as an organism, having a 
life expectancy relatively predictable. 
Every organism is marked by the stages of birth; youth; 
aggressive adolescence and early manhood; prime of achieve-
ment; dechne as age advances; and, finaUy, death as it fades 
away and is replaced by some successor. Considering those 
of the twenty-one civUisations of which we have more or less 
adequate records (those which ran their fuU course) we can 
say that just as the life span of man is normally, from birth 
to death, seventy years plus or mmus a decade, so the life 
span of a civilisation that completes its term, is 1,100 years 
plus or minus a century. In their latest years, civilisations 
show all the degenerative diseases and the eccentricities of 
age. 
Orthodox religion rejects such a view, considering it the 
heresy of "determinism" which denies any personal divine 
intervention; and the historian Arnold Toynbee similarly 
rejects it, though his argument and the tables included in his 
briUiant "Study of History" seem to confirm the idea rather 
than refute it. 
Toynbee points out that in the decUning years of any 
civilisation there is first "a time of troubles," foUowed by a 
tremendous urge towards a universal or World State; an 
internal proletariat that makes increasing demands in social 
welfare and paternalism which finally paralyse and destroy 
the civilisation itself; and increasing external attacks by bar-
barian bands, often trained in arms by their benefactors who 
have now become their intended victims. 
All these aspects are presently familiar to us; first, in 
pressures for a "one World Government" (Universal State) 
set up by United Nations under a brain trust selected by that 
body; secondly, by a series of demands by the masses in a 
welfare state that must be financed by taxes and pubUc 
revenues to a degree that ultimately destroys its economic 
viability; and thirdly, by pressures from barbarians educated 
in arms by ourselves and pressing ever more heavily upon all 
our borders. Withal there is that apathy and the attitude of 
"bread and circuses" typical of the generation among people 
who have lost their nerve and their patriotism by excessive 
urbanisation. 
THE REVOLT OF YOUTH 
The aspect of this social phenomenon that is at present 
most in the public view is the so-called "Revolt of Youth," 
an exercise in misguided exuberance based on immaturity; 
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exploited by power-hungry adventurers and unresisted suffi-
ciently by a brain-washed permissive society. 
The pitiable feature of this so-called revolt of youth is 
that the adolescents who are herded into it believe it to be a 
new and revivifying influence in society never previously 
brought into play, whereas, in fact, it is a typical pheno-
menon that has occurred in every similar stage in history. 
It is invariably a corollary to a stalemate in control within a 
constantly more complex political and economic situation, 
from which no ready solution seems obvious and which 
produces a universal feeling of insecurity. 
Samuel DUl has dramatically demonstrated this in his book 
"Roman Society in the Last Century of the Western Empire" 
(1899, McMiUan & Co.) and it is further emphasised in 
Gibbon's "Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," where 
he discusses a similarly devastating revolt of youth in Rome 
and later in the Sixth Century in Constantinople—then the 
capital of the world—^which had adopted, he said, the foUies, 
but not the virtues of Rome. 
THE BLUES AND THE GREENS 
Consider, for example, these significant results of the crass 
sentimentality of that period: the youth of the period, mad 
on sport, were gradually divided into four and ultimately two 
groups—the Blues and the Greens like the "mods" and the 
"rockers" for example?)—which fought each other on sight 
and ultimately reached the stage where the Greens at a 
solemn festival, where they had concealed stones and daggers 
under fruit and flowers, kiUed or wounded 3,000 of the 
Blues. By becoming political, they shook the foundations of 
the feeble government. 
Gibbon^ says "This wanton discord invaded the peace of 
families, divided friends and brothers, and tempted the 
female sex, though seldom seen in the circus, to espouse the 
inclinations of their lovers, or to contradict the wishes of 
their husbands. Every law, either human or divine, was 
trampled under foot, and as long as the party was successful, 
its deluded followers appeared careless of private distress or 
public calamity. . . ." The cowardly Emperor Justinian pro-
tected for more than five years "the disorders of a faction, 
whose seasonable tumults overawed the palace, the Senate, 
2. Edward Gibbon (1737-1794), English historian. His "Decline and Fall" is 
one of the world's great books. Its stately and sonorous style would, alone, 
make it worth reading, but it is equaUy notable for the brilliant epigrams in 
which the writer generalises, from time to time, on the events he is relating. 
As history, it is by no means obsolete, although on some points its facts have 
been corrected by more recent scholarship. It remains, however, a unique and 
memorable piece of work of a kind which will, in all probability, never again 
be attempted.—ED. 
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and the capitals of the East. Insolent with royal favour, the 
Blues affected to strike terror by a peculiar and barbaric 
dress, the long hair of the Huns, their close sleeves and 
ample garments, a lofty step, and a sonorous voice. In the 
day they concealed their two-edged poniards, but in the night 
they boldly assembled in arms, and in numerous bands pre-
pared for every act of violence and rapine. Their adversaries 
of the Green faction, or even inoffensive citizens, were 
stripped and often murdered by these nocturnal robbers, and 
it became dangerous to wear any gold buttons or girdles, or 
to appear at a late hour in the streets of a peaceful capital. 
A daring spirit, rising with impunity, proceeded to violate 
the safeguard of private houses; and fure was employed to 
facilitate the attack, or to conceal the crimes of these factious 
rioters. No place was safe or sacred from their depredations; 
to gratify either avarice or revenge, they profusely spilt the 
blood of the innocent; churches and altars were polluted by 
atrocious murders; and it was the boast of the assassins, that 
their dexterity could always inflict a mortal wound with a 
single stroke of their dagger. 
The dissolute youth of Constantinople adopted the blue 
livery of disorder; the laws were silent, and the bonds of 
society were relaxed; creditors were compelled to resign their 
obligations; judges to reverse their sentence; masters to 
enfranchise their slaves; fathers to supply the extravagance 
of their children; noble matrons were prostituted to the lust 
of their servants; beautiful boys were torn from the arms of 
their parents; and wives, unless they preferred a voluntary 
death, were ravished in the presence of their husbands. The 
despair of the Greens, who were persecuted by their enemies 
and deserted by the magistrate, assumed the privUege of 
defence, perhaps of retaliation; but those who survived the 
combat were dragged to execution, and the unhappy fugitives, 
escaping to woods and caverns, preyed without mercy on the 
society from whence they were expelled. Those ministers of 
justice who had the courage to punish the crimes and to 
brave the resentment of the Blues, became the victims of 
their indiscreet zeal; a prefect of Constantinople fled for 
refuge to the Holy Sepulchre, a count of the East was 
ignominiously whipped, and a governor of Cilicia was 
hanged, by the order of the Empress, Theodora, on the tomb 
of two assassins whom he had condemned for the murder of 
his groom, and a daring attack upon his own life." 
DUPES OF THE RABBLE-ROUSER 
Adolescents reach their biological maturity at fourteen 
years of age, but do not reach their social maturity untU ten 
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years later. During that vital period—fourteen to twenty-
four—they are the easy dupes of any rabble-rouser and can 
be attached to any cause good or bad. Consider, for example, 
the excesses of Mao Tse-tung's "red guard." 
The decline of civilisation goes by stages, with partial 
recoveries, and Toynbee considers the partial coUapse and 
ideological recovery follow this sequence: rout-rally-rout-
rally-rout-rally-final rout and collapse; and that these are 
separated by irregular intervals, often of fifty years or more. 
You wUl be relieved to hear that he considers that we are 
only in our third period of partial coUapse or stalemate, so 
that we are presently approaching a revulsion of feeUng and 
a strong swing to recovery from a left-leaning bias, due to 
academic and clerical influences. 
One of the best examples of ideological recovery, followed 
by a partial collapse associated with a revolt of youth, is the 
history of the Crusades of the Eleventh to the Thirteenth 
century. It is also a grim warning of the guilty futility of 
accepting "the leadership of youth to whom the future 
belongs," as the cliche goes. 
It was anticipated by Christendom that the year 1000 
A.D.—the millenium—^would see the estabhshment of the 
kingdom of God on earth, with superlative rewards bestowed 
on the blessed and incredible torments visited on evildoers. 
Peter the Hermit preaching on the Crusades 
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The whole of western civiUsation awaited the appointed date 
with the mixed feeUngs their piety or guilt inspired in them. 
The year came and passed in absolute tranquUlity! 
There followed a season of tremendous violence, unrest, 
famine, disease, and internecine petty wars. In 1094 there 
was pestUence from Flanders to Bohemia; in 1095 middle 
Europe suffered an appaUing famine; and in that same year 
the first Crusade was preached—an ideological rallying point 
may have averted a complete coUapse of contemporary 
civiUsation. 
From early Christian times—at any rate from 700 A.D.— 
the attempt to christianise the Franco-Germanic tribes, and 
from 900 A.D. onwards, the Vikings and their Norman 
French descendants, had made much of fasting, flageUation, 
and of the penitentiary pilgrimage. This last was twice 
blessed, for it was not only an act of atonement, but gained 
for the penitent the merit also of having stood on holy 
ground. 
THE VOGUE OF CHIVALRY 
The Church—a dominant and consolidated influence in a 
welter of petty unrelated powers and adventurers—realised 
at this stage that it was easier to consecrate the ineradicable 
urge of the fighting man for bloodshed, than to attempt to 
curb it or abolish it. The growing vogue of chivalry was 
directed ideally towards defending the right for the good of 
the soul; this ambition was now extended and popularised 
by the command to attack what was hateful because wrong, 
i.e. the possession by infidels of the Sepulchre in Jerusalem. 
The knight who joined the Crusades might thus happUy 
indulge the bellicose tendency of his group under the banner 
and at the bidding of the Church and, in so doing, attain a 
perfect remission of sin and indisputable salvation. 
Streams of knights and men-at-arms from every corner of 
western Europe flowed towards Jerusalem with the first 
Crusade of 1095 and revived on a greater scale than ever 
that ancient East-West conflict dating back to the dawn of 
history, which, though it had been in abeyance for a century 
or two had never really ended—and exists today. 
The ideological fervour of the Crusaders lasted for two 
and a half centuries with diminishing vigour and diminishing 
purpose. It survived the first glorious capture of Jerusalem— 
and the jealousies that it produced; it survived the establish-
ment of the Frankish principalities in Asia Minor and their 
vicious internicene conflicts; the loss of Jerusalem in 1187 to 
Saladin; the commercialisation and prostitution of the whole 
enormous concept; the chaos of compromise and, finally, the 
capture of Constantinople in 1204, not by the Muslim, but 
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by one group of the Crusaders themselves, murdering their 
supposed allies and co-religionists. 
THE CHILDREN'S CRUSADE 
The whole of western Europe was smitten with a new 
sense of futility and it was at this time in that attitude, and 
with the main part of the pubhc afflicted also by the civic 
indifference associated with a realisation of their incapabiUty 
to affect pohcy, that there came a revolt of youth which 
culminated in the so-caUed "ChUdren's Crusade" of 1212 
A.D. It was the revolt of the adolescents against the inertia 
and apathy of their elders. 
In France, a sixteen-year-old shepherd named Stephen 
induced thousands upon thousands of 'teenagers to march 
southwards with him to MarseUles, where he assured them 
he would find means to lead them dry-shod across the seas 
to the Middle East. In Germany, another 'teenager, named 
Nicholas from Cologne attracted 20,000, and set out to lead 
them across the mountains and foothiUs towards Italy 
through various wild areas infested by bandits. 
As Stephen, seated on a wagon, drove southwards in 
France, crowds of hysterical women pressed food and clothes 
upon the adolescent marchers as they streamed through their 
cities; blessed them, and urged them on. 
Pope Innocent IIP wrote to his Bishops and Elders: "The 
very children put us to shame. While we sleep in sloth, they 
go forth gladly to conquer the Holy Land!" Was there a 
predictable sequel to this mob madness? There was, and it 
was grim indeed! 
At MarseUles, which Stephen's army reached after weeks 
of travel, they were led aboard a flotilla of ships by a group 
of desperadoes who set saU for Egypt, where this great mass 
of 'teenagers were sold as slaves. 
LEGEND OF THE PIED PIPER 
The crowds that followed Nicholas through the wUds in 
scores and hundreds were ambushed from valley to valley 
and camp to camp—always dwindling in number. The 
'teenager girls were abducted or raped and murdered; the 
boys were killed or captured. Not one reached the safety of 
the border station of Aquileia in north-east Italy and no trace 
of them was left to remind us of their ambition to correct the 
3. Innocent III (1160-1216) was Pope from 1198 to 1216. In the eighteen 
years during which he reigned, the Papacy was at the height ot its power. He 
forced John of England to surrender, and his authority was also exercised in 
France, Norway, and other lands. Innocent called the Council of the Lateran, 
which in 1215 proclaimed a crusade, and he was responsible for the crusade 
against the Albigenses, members of a mystical and ascetic creed which was 
brought to France from the East of Europe. They strongly opposed the whole 
teaching of the Church of Rome.—ED. 
611 
world, but the folk-lore legend of the Pied Piper of HameUn, 
who. it was said, for the sins and broken promises of their 
fathers, led aU the 'teenagers of the land into a mountain 
pass which closed behind them, where none could foUow and 
from which no 'teenager ever returned again. 
Is there a moral in this? I think there is! Some decades 
after this vast forgotten tragedy, there began to appear in 
Europe the tremendous ideological upsurge that led to the 
establishment of Hospitals, Universities, and, indeed, every-
thing that culminated in the religious revival—and, indeed, 
the productive dissensions—that led in the Renaissance over 
the next two centuries. Partial coUapse had been foUowed by 
that brilUant raUy of the spiritual forces of western Europe 
which led it later to world dominance. 
NO FACILE SOLUTION 
There is no facile solution to the complex problem of the 
survival of a civiUsation which can be discovered by intuidon 
by the youth of today, or of any day, and it is ignorance or 
indolence in their elders that encourages such a preposterous 
theory. The outstanding cliaracteristic of adolescence is an 
absence of discrimination based on inexperience. 
Epochs of crisis, like the present crisis in AustraUa foUow-
ing the coUapse of Britain east of Suez, put before us the 
choice of surrender by default, or of survival by an ideolo-
gical counter-attack, at least equal to the enthusiasm of the 
prophets of dissent. They have a right to dissent, but dissent 
for dissent's sake is sheer sabotage, which, in the long run, is 
always unproductive. Above aU, let us not delude youth by 
pretending that 'teenagers have aU the answers. 
As Sir Mellish Napier said last week, the inteUigentsia are 
largely to blame for the fall in moral values among young 
people. He said, "Wherever we look, we see young people 
in rebeUion against the established order of things, with no 
clear idea of anything to put in its place. It seems to me that 
if this goes on our civilisation must end in chaos. . . . Men 
have eaten from the tree of the knowledge of good and evU 
but they have been unable to digest the fruit. In the result, 
their minds are distended with pride and arrogance and their 
souls are filled with a vague sense of discomfort and discon-
tent. . . . The plain fact is that people cannot live together 
unless they have some code of rules to regulate their conduct; 
and when their interests conflict they must be prepared to 
enforce those rules upon recalcitrants. . . . Also I have no 
hesitation in asserting that there is nothing in modem science 
which is in any way incompatible with the moral values 
enjoined by faith and religion." 
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From every civilisation that completes its normal term, 
some offshoot, though threatened, survives. 
It is my absolute conviction that Australia can do so—not 
as a multi-racial salad, the facUe proposal of academic minds 
proved false in every epoch, but as ourselves with our own 
special qualities and attributes. But there is a proviso. 
We can do it, but only if we approach our destiny with 
sincerity, truth, and vigour. We have all these—it is the task 
of the future not to discard them, but to use them better and 
more fully than in the past. 
